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Dear Ms Fernandes,   
 

Application by National Grid for an Order Granting Development Consent for 

the Richborough Connection Project – Written Representation (Deadline 2)  

 

Thank you for your Rule 8 letter dated 16 June 2016.  
 

Following further engagement with National Grid, the County Council – as an 

interested party – sets out the following update of its position regarding the proposed 

Richborough Connection project. It is advised that this letter is read in conjunction 

with Kent County Council’s (KCC) response to the first set of written questions:  
 

Landscape and Visual Impact  
 

KCC continues to oppose the planned imposition of pylons on this important area of 

special countryside and would wish to see underground cables rather than pylons 

along the route in order to minimise the visual impact of the scheme. The proposed 

overhead line will create a prominent 21km linear feature within the landscape. In the 

long term, the proposed development will be greater in size and scale than the 

existing overhead line.  
 

The County Council raises concerns regarding the accuracy of National Grid’s 

landscape and visual impact assessments. Whilst the methodology has been agreed, 

it has not been applied in a transparent manner and the underlying reasoning and 

professional judgement behind the assessment is often unclear.  
 

The first round of written questions to the applicant indicates that there are a number 

of areas where there appear to be inconsistencies of approach, such as how areas of 

more than local importance, which are not nationally designated, can be incorporated 

into the assessment. The Holford Rules (Supplementary Notes) state: ‘where 

possible choose routes which minimise the effect on Special Landscape Areas, 

Areas of Great Landscape Value and other similar designations’. It is therefore very 

important that the value of such areas is correctly incorporated into the assessment 
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process so that landscape sensitivity is properly weighted and effects are accurately 

reported. 
 

Holford Rule 6 stipulates that in flat and sparsely planted countryside (through which 

much of the overhead pylon would run) high voltage lines should be kept, as far as 

possible, independent of smaller lines and converging routes, so as to avoid a 

concentration or ‘wirescape’. This does not appear to have been fully taken account 

of in the design as is illustrated by photomontage VPD1 (APP-044). 
 

KCC contends that adverse effects of the proposal have been generally 

underestimated. It is likely that many more ‘significant’ effects would be created by 

the proposed development than is currently recorded in the Environmental Statement 

(ES) (Document 5.2 [APP-029 and APP-030]). Additionally, there are a very large 

number of lesser adverse effects spread over a very wide geographical area. Proper 

account of the accumulation of these impacts could in itself lead to a ‘significant’ 

adverse effect. 
 

The proposed mitigation does not appear to reduce the significance of adverse visual 

effects. KCC considers that this lack of effective mitigation does not reflect the high 

level of adverse impacts which the proposed development would create and which 

could not be mitigated.  
 

As the adverse landscape and visual effects have been under-reported and cannot 

be effectively mitigated, it is recommended that further consideration is given to the 

undergrounding of the connection. 
 

South East Water Broad Oak Reservoir  
 

KCC is concerned with the potential impact of the pylon route on the South East 

Water (SEW) proposal for a reservoir at Broad Oak, as identified in its Water 

Resource Management Plan (WRMP) June 2014.  The WRMP has the approval of 

the Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs.  The reservoir at 

Broad Oak is the largest of just two new SEW water supply schemes in East Kent 

and is therefore a key component of the company’s WRMP.  SEW’s previous WRMP 

(January 2010) also provided significant support for a reservoir at Broad Oak.  
 

As such, the County Council wishes to ensure that that there is no unacceptable 

conflict between the proposed Richborough Connection project and SEW’s proposal 

for a reservoir at Broad Oak.  KCC is aware that SEW continues to raise objections 

to the proposal and would urge the Examining Authority to take account of these 

objections to ensure that there is no unacceptable conflict between the two 

proposals. 
 

Sturry Relief Road 
 

The Sturry Relief Road is considered by both KCC and Canterbury City Council to be 

essential infrastructure required to mitigate the highway impact of two strategic site 

allocations identified in Policy SP3 of the emerging Canterbury District Local Plan 

(‘Land at Sturry/Broad Oak’ and ‘Land North of Hersden’).  The proposed route of the 
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Sturry Relief Road is identified on the emerging Local Plan Policies Map (Policy 

T14).   
 

Previous representations made by KCC did refer to the potential impact of the 

proposed Richborough Connection project on the delivery of the Sturry Relief 

Road.  National Grid and KCC have engaged on an active and constructive basis to 

ensure that the Richborough Connection project has no material impact on the 

design and construction of the Relief Road.   
 

As part of the examination process, a Statement of Common Ground between 

National Grid and KCC Highways and Transportation and Public Rights of Way 

(Document 8.4.5) has been agreed and states the final position of KCC, as Local 

Highway Authority and National Grid.  Insofar as is related to the proposed 

Richborough Connection project, there are no outstanding matters which would 

adversely impact upon the deliverability of the Sturry Relief Road. 
 

Impact on Existing Highway Network  
 

KCC is satisfied that each individual access point from the adopted highway has 

been appropriately assessed and suitable mitigation measures proposed and agreed 

to accommodate the construction traffic generated by the project.  In addition, all site 

compounds have been shown to allow for adequate turning provision to ensure all 

vehicles enter and leave the adopted highway in a forward gear.  KCC is satisfied 

that the Construction Traffic Management Plan (Document 5.4.3G [APP-068]) 

appropriately conditions the routing/timing and impacts of construction traffic on the 

local road network. 
 

Public Rights of Way    
 

KCC considers that the impacts and severity levels for Public Rights of Way (PROW) 

are low. The main impact of the project would be the closure and/or temporary 

diversion of PROW during construction. There will be the long term closure of PROW 

EE42 which is part of the Saxon Shore Way. Following engagement with National 

Grid, KCC has agreed a ‘hierarchy of intervention’ which seeks the minimum impact 

in the first instance during construction. In its Briefing Note dated 15 June 2016 

National Grid has identified that the duration of the majority of closures will not 

exceed 2 days. Nonetheless, National Grid’s Environmental Statement (Document 

5.2 [APP-029 and APP-030]) identifies that there will be ‘significant adverse visual 

effects’ from ‘some Public Rights of Way’ along the whole route.   
 

Water Environment  
 

As Lead Local Flood Authority, KCC has no objection to the proposed route of the 

network. Any diversion, culvert, weir, dam, or obstruction to the flow of any such 

watercourse will require the consent of the County Council. This requirement also 

covers potential temporary works.  
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Archaeology  
 

The County Council’s archaeologists have been involved in active discussions with 

National Grid throughout the development of the scheme and have agreed the 

approach to and the process of assessment and survey works.  
 

The proposed development is located within a rich archaeological landscape. The 

scheme does have archaeological impacts arising from pylon foundations, work 

areas and access roads, as well as a potential to impact on unknown archaeological 

remains; however, these are of a nature that can be managed through either slight 

adjustments during detailed design or through programmes of archaeological 

investigation and monitoring.  
 

KCC has actively engaged with National Grid in the development of a Written 

Scheme of Archaeological Investigation [APP-067] and the approach to mitigating the 

archaeology on the scheme. A final version was of this document was agreed as of 

June 2016.  
 

Biodiversity  
 

The County Council believes that the greatest potential for impact on ecological 

matters will be in the Ash levels and the Stodmarsh, Thanet Bay and Sandwich 

Special Protection Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and RAMSAR sites. KCC is 

satisfied with the approach to ecological mitigation which includes measures that 

provide clarity to contractors and ensure that ecological expertise is appropriately 

used. Further matters regarding biodiversity considered as agreed are set out in a 

SoCG between National Grid and the Councils (Document 8.4.6).  
 

 
 

I trust you find the above information useful and should you require further 

clarification on any matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Katie Stewart  

Director of Environment, Planning and Enforcement  




